BREAKING NEWS

\ ’n ALERT: CRISIS UNFOLDING

BREAKING: WASHINGTON IN TURMOIL
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“'F *ﬁ What the Heck]ust Happened’

|

s A historical diagnosis of a chaotic week in American democracy.
BREAKING NEWS f 7

URGENT: EXECUTIVE ORDER

IRMED
UPDATE: ARRESTS CONF
Mt  LIVE UPDATE: ARRESTS CONFIRMED
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It was a month of a week. The news cycle feels relentless—arrests of journalists, budget fights in
Congress, and executive lawsuits. It is easy to feel overwhelmed. But history offers a lens to organize
the chaos. By looking at specific symptoms, we can diagnose the health of the republic.
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The Lens: History in Real Time
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9 Heather Cox Richardson , Dr. Joanne Freeman
& :
| N Focus: 19th & Early 20th - .‘ Focus: The Founding of the
Century History \ We discover eq teeth. Nation & The Early Republic
Perspective: Connects current We real Iy ,don t kn ow Perspective: Studies the raw ]
political mechanics tothe ¢ what we're talklng ?  intent of the Constitution and
industrial and civil rights eras. about... but we just the fragility of early democracy. 3=
'Y - (. discovered teeth.”
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| IIEAIIlINE Don lemon Arrested.

HISTORICAL TRUTH: This isn’'t about
CNN. Lemon is now an INDEPENDENT
PRODUCER. A test case to intimidate
independent oversight.

Don Lemon is often described as a “former CNN host.” But as Richardson

notes, “That and five bucks will get you a cup of coffee.”

The Shift: Since 2024, independent news agencies are the ones getting the

real scoops and holding the administration accountable.

The Target: The regime is targetlng them specifically because they lack the
corporate legal shielding of major networks. e




The Strategy: Bankrupting the Trut
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\. Scoop \ Arrest \Lesal Fees

The Warning: The arrests serve as a signal to all independent producers: “We are
going to ruin you.”
The Weapon: It is not about winning the case in court; it is about the cost of the

defense. Without corporate resources, legal fees are designed to put independent
journalists out of business.

The Reaction: The strategy is backfiring. Instead of caving, independent producers
are digging in.

4 “The whole point of being an independent producer is that you don’t have the
218 resources... they are basically warning: just so you know, we're going to ruin you.” _
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The Authoritarian Bingo Card
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‘ F r Arresting journalists is the “center T
Manufacturing|| Rewriting | Demonizing | square” for any aspiring dictator.

Crises

History Minorities

The Racial Component: The

targets—Don Lemon, Georgia Fort, |

and protesters—were predominantly

Siiddppression|  Black. This is not accidental; it is a
. message.

The Pattern: When a regime
PropaganddiilEeapegoating manufactures cases against .
vulnerable targets, they are testing

| J[ | thewaters of total control.
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The Founders saw
afree press as A
essential tounitea "\
massive, sprawling -

country. bl 4
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"The Anatomy: The Fourth Branch of Government
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Key Concept:
The Press as Oversight

~ =& Itwasneverintended for
~  entertainment. It was

- | designed to provide the

- | public insight into the

| “backstage” of

- government.

- James Madison viewed the %
. press almost as a Fourth
. ' Branch of Government.
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“If [the Senate] is closed and we keep it c
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osed, it’ll be the most corrupt

body on the face of the earth.

?— Thomas Jefferson
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<\ power; it was

The
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Misconception: \\
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“l have aright to carry
agun”or “l have aright

to speak.”
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Constitution. It wasn’t

REALITY: The Bill of N
Rights was written W
AGAINST the new A

granting individuals

restricting the
government’s power.

e

he Bill of Rights is a Shield, Not a Permission Slip’e” i

N
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The Reframing:

It isn’'t that YOU have
a right to a militia; it’s
that the
GOVERNMENT
lacks the right to stop
them.

It isn’t that YOU have
aright to print; it’s
that the
GOVERNMENT lacks

the public.
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Blinding the Oversight

We Are The \\\\\\\\ " ks The Disconnection: ~
Government: §§ A\ ., ‘5\6&// By arresting the press, -
The American people Y : 7, %2 the regime IS trying to cut
are empowered to be * = the connection between
part of the governing " the People and Power. .‘
process. |
. The Stakes:
- Weare the ultimate :
. oversight committee. It is an assault on the

First Amendment, yes.
But more critically, it is
an attempt to remove

the public’s abilityto ¢
‘conduct oversight’ and /Z
stop corruption. A
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Diagnosis: Weakness, Not Strength

The Paradox:

The Trigger:-
THE LOOK: The American people
Arrests and shows have turned against ICE
of force are and federal agents in
designed to look cities. The “wave is
strong. b;era]king onI the power |
of the people.”
~ THE REALITY:
. Astrongregime Takeaway:
- doesn’t need to .
pick off They are lashing out
. independent because they are losing
| journalists or control of the "

manufacture cases. | R narrative.




The Context: The regime recently
killed two white people (Rene Good i3 & & The Tactic: To counter this, the regime
and Alex Peretti), which shocked 4 an"“_ targeted Black journalists and protesters
white Americans into realizing _ WEDGE ~ to send a signal: “Don’t worry, this is just
__ authoritarianism threatens THEM & hd - about THOSE people. You are safe.”
Ny too. 4 , |

The Lie: “Most Americans spend less than four minutes a week engaging with politics.” The regime |
. AE bettlng that a quick headllne about Black protesters will bring white voters back into the fold. &

£ ow cumen - " L REET T e S w—



+ PN

Funding Stripped
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Outrage over Senate strips DHS funding Lindsey Graham panics |
|ICE/DHS from appropriations over lost immunity |
| N - - -
. The Funding: The Meltdown: The Diagnosis:
.. Even Republicans Lindsey Graham wasn't Graham'’s panic
(like John Thune) had to just mad about a bill; he was indicates a fear a fear
cave to public pressure panicked. The House stripped of losing power and
and pull funding for a provision allowing Senators facing indictment. They
Homeland Security. to sue the government for $500k  know they might lose.

regarding phone records.
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VANITY PROJEGTS

(Marble Bathrooms,
Race Cars, ICE Detention) |

PUBLIG NEEDS
(Medicaid, Potholes,
Research)

E The Shakedown: bonald Trump is suing the U.S. Government (the taxpayers) for $10
Billion, claiming investigations were an “invasion of privacy.” We have never had the
president trying to shake down the government.

The Reality Check: DHS and Federalized National Guard deployments are beingused
as vanity projects. Bernie Sanders proposed clawing back $76 billion from ICE to shore (¢
up Medicaid. It failed, but it clarified the choice: Fund thugs or fund healthcare?




Reclaiming the “We”
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~ The Goncept: The narrative that “everyone is corrupt” is a tactic to induce numbness.
We don’t fight AGAINST the government. WE OWN THE GOVERNMENT.

The Pivot: The “swamp” isn’t a place in DC; it is what happens when the people stop
conducting oversight.




l N Evidence.
- - -The Senate agreed to split the bill because people were furious about ICE.
- Republicans are stepping away from the “MAGA” line, either for moral reasons
or career preservation.
- The “Wave” in Minneapolis broke on the power of the people.

Tlle

Mandate The more we see of that corruptlon the louder we need to be
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We often feel exhausted. We often feel like the corruption is normal. It is not.

The regime acts strong because they are terrified of the moment we realize our
own strength.

We are the government. It is our money. It is our Constitution.
Do not get numb. Recognize the weakness in the authoritarian grip. Use your te
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